Since the date of Nagele's enunciation of his views of the mechanism of the presentations and positions of the foetus during labour, no 
of its being next in order of frequency, but also as to the question "whether it be the only other normal position, Nagele is completely at variance with many most excellent and philosophical observers As the head descends, it will be found that the sagittal suture is gradually assuming greater and greater obliquity, while the ear still remains at the pubes, where it may frequently be felt until almost the very last. " In the application of the long forceps, moreover, it will almost invariably be found, after the extraction of the child, that while one blade, having passed over or near an ear, will have indented the mastoid process of the temporal bone of one side, the other blade will have left a mark on the broio (just above the eye) of the opposite side. In cases of first position, it will be the left mastoid process and the right brow. In cases of second position, it will be the right mastoid process and the left brow. Now, the blades have been applied one on each side of the pelvis, and in a line upwards from the presenting vertex."
We regret that we cannot reproduce the entire exposition of Dr.
West.
It deserves to be studied entire, and we accordingly recommend it to the deliberate examination of our readers. We present a summary of points to which he directs attention:
1. A more correct appreciation of the diagnostic value of the presence of the ear at the symphysis pubis; the ear in the great majority of cranial presentations lying in that situation during the whole progress of the head into the pelvis.
2. That in vertex positions, the presence of the ear at the pubes proves that the hand is already in a favourable oblique occipitoanterior position, becoming more and more so as the os occipitis comes more and more within contact, although the ear may not have left the symphysis. 3. When the occiput is fairly under the arch of the pubes in the last stage, the long diameter of the hand will be found to be accurately in the long diameter of the outlet, the two lambdoidal sutures being evenly one on each side of the symphysis, and the anterior fontanelle exactly on the raphe of the perinseum, as described by all writers, except Nagele and those who follow him.
4. That in this last position the ears are at each acetabulum; rather than at each ilium, as taught in books.
Reviews.
[Jan. are recorded.
In conclusion, we cannot be so negligent of our duty as to omit to record our opinion that this essay of Dr. "West is a rare and valuable example of the application of acute reasoning and clear judgment to the stores collected by industrious observation and long experience.
